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Spiritual growth is something od does —we must ___CO O g)@'s"&‘(‘“@ with Him
1 Corinthians 3:6 (NIV) “I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow.”

When Jesus first tried to explain this, no one ettt - many still d@’ﬂ%

John 16:7 (NIV) “[Jesus said] ‘But I tell you the truth;j it is better for you that I go away. When I go away,
I will send the Helper [Holy Spirit] to you. If I do not go away, the Helper will not come.””

John 14:26 (NIV) “[Jesus said] ‘But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my
name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.””

The same Spirit who had guided & empowered Jesus for ministry now resided Wﬁlﬂ‘ in
the disciples

If I'm a genuine Christ follower, I have available within me the ___SQM€ Holy Spirit
who instructed, guided, and empowered Jesus and the early disciples

Romans 8:9 (NLT) “And remember that those who do not have the Spirit of Christ living in them do not
belong to Him [Christ] at all.”

That means my spiritual growth isn’t so much the result of my hard ___ W&V I ; Instead,

it’s the direct result of my willingness to listen and yield to the Spirit’s inner promptings as He
works to guide and change me from the inside out

Our sin puts static on our line with God and hinders us from hearin G clearly the

Spirit’s leading and fesiicts the free flow of His power -

To free up God’s Spirit to work in our lives we must be willing to let go of our own Qg:;@m:jm
and allow Him the freedom to genuinely change us from the inside out *

Yielding To The Spirit Of God & Letting Him Change Us From The Inside Out

1. Removeasmuch static as possible
@‘Gﬁ‘{ what I already know brings more light & less static
Teusts God to bring spiritual insight into our lives when we’re ready
2. QE}@M nesS to the help and insight of other believers
By checking in with others, I have the ability to pick up what I m%?;g@d on my

own & to discover and correct what [ might have __ tYiS Lkﬂc:%@’\’"é‘sfi”@wc:‘f

The power of collaboration can bring el C’“"“%;/ when God’s leading seems
unclear or hard to decipher




3. Am I willing to let God Q‘(\C&ﬁﬁ@ me? Thisis a i(“\@ﬁﬁ"’"i’ matter

We understand that God is supposed to provide us with the power to do the right thing,
but ye’ve short-changed His promise to also provide us with the

&Xlﬁi sire and __notivation to do the right thing
Philippians 2:12-13 (NIV/NLT) “Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not
only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation
with fear and trembling. For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do
what pleases Him.”

We need to change our prayer from “Lord, help me do it” to “Lord help me ¥\ ant
to do it”

We short-circuit the inside-out work of the Spirit when we’re willing to let God provide

us the power, but we don’t want Him messing with our attitudes, Feel; ﬂc:?“ +
Q‘S@QW'@B

Any time my desire fails to match up with His, it doesn’t just call for self-disciplined

obedience — but for a spiritual %“@.cz.hﬁvz EN

Prayer of Permission: “Lord, I know what You want me to do, but I don’t want to do it.
I’m giving You full permission to change the way I feel and think about it.”

Too often we try to obey on the outside while disobeying on the ‘;ﬂﬁgd@

When we do this, the result is the same — it makes doing the right thing way ”h)b({\ﬂ@"
than it ought to be, and it brings the inside-out work of the Spirit to a screeching < nalt

The greatest sign of God’s work in our life is not a pattern of self-denial & dig-deep obedience -
it's _ WOWTng what God wants — then going out and mﬁO it

N

Matthew 26:42 (NIV) “He [Jesus] went away a second time and prayed, ‘My Father, if it is not possible
for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may Your will be done.’”

If spiritual growth wasn’t an inside-out job, only the few, the strong, and the mighty would have

But thanks to the gift of the Spirit of God, there’s x’\,() %}@ for the rest of us
My Next Step Today Is...
o Iam willing to let go of my agenda & allow God the freedom to genuinely change me from the
inside out

o [ will pray the “Prayer of Permission” when I don’t want to do what God wants
o I will memorize Philippians 2:12-13

0 I/we/my family will participate in Faith in Action on Sunday, November 14" from 1 to 4 pm



