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@@%@“i‘}“ﬁ% was an important part of the first Christmas

Luke 2:21-24 (NLT) “Eight days later, when the baby was circumcised, He was named Jesus, the name given Him by
the angel even before He was conceived. Then it was time for the purification offering, as required by the law of
Moses after the birth of a child; so his parents took Him to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord. The law of the
Lords says, ‘If a woman's first child is a boy, he must be dedicated to the Lord.’ So they offered a sacrifice according
to what was required in the law of the Lord - ‘either a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.™

Through Jesus’ birth, life and death on the cross, He changed forever what it means to be ©upa.,

Purity is no longer about following strict W\ es§ , itis about having a %@, g@\ﬁ% made
pure by God

Psalm 24:3-4 (NLT) “Who may climb the mountain of the Lord? Who may stand in His holy place? Only those
whose hands and hearts are pure, who do not worship idols and never tell lies.”
Matthew 5:8 (NLT) "God blesses those whose hearts are pure, for they will see God.”

If you feel God is far away or you don’t feel His presence in your life, examine your ‘%ﬁ@f@%‘

4 Steps to a Pure Heart This Christinas

1. Examine my heart for geyoueiSies
%

Proverbs 20:9 (NIV) “Who can say, ‘I have kept my heart pure; | am clean and without sin?”

An important way to measure the purity of your heart is to examine the LYoFas that
come out of your mouth '

Matthew 12:35 (NLT) “A good person produces good words from a good heart, and an evil person produces evil
words from an evil heart.”

When we are under pressure, the Qo us comes out
Being pure in Christ’s eyes is more that what we 2o | it’s also about our ju@ tue <

Proverbs 16:2 (NLT) "People may be pure in their own eyes, but the Lord examines their motives.”
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You can fool others, and maybe even yourself, but you can’t fool @
Psalm 139:23-24 (NLT) “Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my thoughts. Point out
anything in me that offends You, and lead me along the path of everlasting life.”

2. Protect my mind from impure ~ pn st i
Luke 11:34 (NLT) "Your eye is a lamp for your body="A pure eye lets sunshine into your soul. But an evil eye
shuts out the light and plunges you into darkness.”

to 1s huge and affects the purity of our hearts
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don’t change the way we

We are mistaken & naive to think the things we 1.3
think, act, and live
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. Fill my life with {

images we can

Make a decision to go on a diet from fyen o Adye, Words & Sam e,
be bombarded with -

Psalm 101:3 (NLT) "I will refuse to look at anything vile and vulgar.”

A)@& presence

Matthew 12:43-45 (NLT) "When an evil spirit leaves a person, it goes into the desert, seeking rest but finding
none. Then it says, 't will return to the person | came from." So it returns and finds its former home empty, swept,
and clean. Then the spirit finds seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they all enter the person and live
there. And so that person is worse off than before.”

The key to having a pure heart isn’t emptying your life of Y e habits. It’s replacing

the bad habits with eodl.. ones
, (& B

Where there is a void in our life, an emptiness where God should be, garbage and sin soon
stepinand £ of up

Where God is not, S1§\ and § gD OF e, will be
v J
We must spend time with God — make a commitment to:
e daily spend time with God Reedins. the Bible and oraw.ina
. .« . . ¥ )
o beat e lurel with youﬁfs}'plrltual family each week - J
o getina gpmall group to surround yourself with godly friends who can help you
. Receive complete ‘@@@gﬂ&n@\jﬁj’%@ﬁ?‘? from Jesus
.
We are to strive for e e & at the same time realize we are not g ph e ot
’ J . !
2
No matter how hard we try, we can’t make ourselves ESL00 ;only {s 2@ can do that

Psalm 517 (NLT) "Purify me from my sins, and | will be clean: wash me, and | will be whiter than snow.”
Romans 3:22 (NLT) “We are made right in God's sight when we trust in Jesus Christ to take away our sins. And
we all can be saved in this same way, no matter who we are or what we have done.”

Christ died for @Ja‘@ our sins — past, present, future
“The Balance” — we strive to have pure hearts and to honor God with every facet of our life,

but we understand we can’t be made pure by our own efforts. Only God can do that. And He
wants to, but we must szees i Him into our lives.

Psalm 51:10 (NLT) "Create in me a clean heart, O God. Renew a right spirit within me.”

My Next Step Today Is:

[want to ask Jesus to come into my life and purify me from sin for the first time
I'will ask God to scarch my heart & help me see any impurities in my life
I will memorize Matthew 5:8

I'plan to attend the “first anniversary” luncheon on Sunday, December 20%



